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New Sound system

Installed on Jan 12

It is awesome!
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Jan Newhouse our
website is:

www.luther95.net/
ILC-WIA/
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Teaching and Healing with Authority by Peter Weller

The gospel lessons through this season of Epipbame from Mark, chapter 1, verses 21-
45. Mark begins with the narrative of John the Bagst and quickly moves to the story of
Jesus calling his disciples and beginning his rriyigreaching, teaching, healing, and per-
forming miracles.

Mark tells us that many “were astonished at [J§saaching, for he taught them as one
who had authority, and not as the scribes.” Alseifsating is the fact that the demons and
unclean spirits recognized who Jesus was beforerayyther than John the Baptizer did.
In the synagogue at Capernaum, a man with an unsjgat cried out, “What have you to
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come tooyess? | know who you are, the Holy
One of God.” After Jesus rebuked the unclean spirihis command, it left this man’s body
with a loud voice.

Again, those who witnessed this were all amazedaakdd, “What is this? A new
teaching! With authority, he commands even theeartkpirits, and they obey
him.” And, at once, Jesus’ fame spread everywtiemghout Galilee. (Mark 1:21-
28)

Mark writes that Jesus healed many who were sicdeoron-possessed, including Simon’s
mother-in-law and a leper. Many witnessed thosg efchealing or what followed from
them. Mark tells us that Jesus became so popwdahéhcould no longer enter any town be-
cause of the crowds. He had to remain in the opantey, Yet, people still found him. He
was very much sought after.

One might find as hard to believe these miracleatiaes of 2,000 years ago. How does one
explain them in today’s language? But, even inytsdaorld, how do we explain surviving
an accident, a difficult or risky surgery, a combiaiation; or explain how because of a last
minute situation, we did not board the plane thaslsed or enter the building that blew up?

And, how do we explain US Airways flight 15497 A @rliner, shortly after takeoff, flies
into a flock of geese, disabling both engines, @adh lands in the Hudson River. All 155
passengers and crew survive and are rescued. Ntajuegilot Chesley Sullenberger and
his crew did a masterful job in bringing about théppy outcome. But, at so many points,
and in so many ways, there are thousands of thirejsould have gone otherwise- wing
flaps set just a hair differently, a path of des$dea steep, a decision to return to LaGuardia
or land elsewhere that was a reach too far, watdimg into the cabin too rapidly, or total
panic and pandemonium on board. By the Grace of ta&lone went right. It is called the
“Miracle on the Hudson.” How do we describe it inngs that will be understood by people
2,000 years from now?
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Monthly Updates

January Attendance

Jan 4 9:00 am 107
Jan 11 9:00 am 135
Jan 18 9:00 am 151
Jan 25 9:00 am 104

General Fund Gifts - December
1/12" of annual budget = $ 13,292.66

Dec 7 17818
Dec 14 1,988
Dec 21 1,685
Dec 24 1,006

Dec 28 12160
Year End L110)]
Smply Giving 2,480.00
Dec $ 1991

Nov $ 10,304.14
$10,000.00 has been paid to the Synod for
Mission Support beyond the congregation for
synodical and church wide ministries of Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America.

“Building Fund Gifts ” - December
Monthly mortgage payment - $3,422.55

Dec 7 3
Dec 14 20700
Dec 21 016D
Dec 24 65200
Dec 28 0210
Year End 41D
Smply Giving 865.00
Dec $ 97).00
Nov $ 8,701.00

At this time we have payments made through
March. Next payment due 04/23/09.

Thrivent Leaders 2009

Chapter - Yvonne Buster, Mark Kendall, Ray Poe
Judy Venzke

Care in Congregations—Dale Venzke, Mike Jewell
Continuing Funds that can be contributed to:
Luther League

Parking Lot Fund 12/31/08 4,837.00
Endowment Fund 12/31/08 7,540.80
Membership Assistance 12/31/08 3,944.80

[Make notation on check]

Fortnightly Luncheon
Serving the spring general meeting of the Fortiyght

for out LWR projects (quilts, school bags, layettsd
health kits). It will be served Tuesday, Februbd
at noon. A list of foods and workers needed welldn
the hall table. Please check it and see if themas
thing you can donate or volunteer to do. We do @ppr
ciate all of the support everyone has given taube
past. Women of Immanuel

Youth Quake
On January 16-18, 2009 16 youth and chaper-
ones from Immanuel went to Des Moines for
the Youth Quake. It was a wonderful experi-
ence for those Jr. High youth. The trip was
made possible for three of the youth by the
Irma Thomsen endowment fund. Scholarships
are available for youth trips, applications avail-
able in the office. Contact a member of Educa-

tion and Youth for more information( see names
listed on bottom of page).

Officers for 2009

These are the officers elected by the Council for 2009.
Please feel free to contact them with any questions or con-
cerns.

President — Ruth Jones 461-4010
Vice President — Marty Westen 653-6021
Treasurer — Kathy Ebert 653-3950
Secretary — Kathy Dea 653-6097

Pastor Steve Koch can be reached by cell phone
515-577-9346 or the office 653-3950

His email address is: pastorstevekoch@hotmail.com.

Council Members for 2008: Sarah Hernandez (Ed/Y)o8&3-3038 - Kathy Dea [Sec.] (Ed/Youth) 653-60%teKGlinsmann (Ed/Youth) 653-7314 - Marty
Westen [V.P.] (W/E)653-6021 - Ed Burdock (W/E) 65895 - Mary Chmelar (W/E) 653-2043— Tom Lyons (BA3653-6721 - David Sells (B/G/F) 461-5873
Nancy Baker (B/G/F) 653-7309 - Ken Erickson (Stem)f653-5258 - Ruth Jones [Pres.] (Stew/Fin) 461&4Mark Kendall( (Stew/Fin) -653-6561
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Women’s Organization is one of the main money raise




Yaro & Mary Chmelar
January 11, 2009
Westtown Church
Tampa, FL
January 19, 2009
St Simons United Methodist Church
St Simons Island, GA
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: “Ladies Night Out” :
- We will again meet on February 17 i
o 6:00 p.m. at Unc and Neph’s here io

[m]

from Pizza Hut right next to the Pizz -

or Linda Venzke 653-3820 if you ha'-?
any ideas where else to meet in the ’
coming months. The third Tuesday’s:
is the day we get together. °

[m]

000 o0ooooooaoao

Oo0o0o0DoDo0o0doDoooOooDooooDoooooao

New Member Sunday

There will a new member Sunday in the next cou-
ple of months. One class has been scheduled for
Tuesday Feb 2 at 6:00 p.m. Please contact Pastor
Steve if you are interested 515— 577— 9346 or call
the church 319-653-3950.

Congregational Council
Meeting Highlights

January 15—Devotions Marty Westen

Council heard the new sound system before
the meeting

Building & Grounds is working on a key policy
Ash Wed is Feb 25 Lenten Soup Suppers will
begin at 5:30 Worship 6:15. Bill Ebert will be
lining up people to cook soup

Congregations Together in Missions. Work-
shop for council or church members will be
held in Cedar Rapids. Registration by Feb 28.
Forms in the office

Worship in nursing homes. Looking for volun-
teers to do worship on Sunday afternoons
once a month

Building use DHS 7/9 and quinceanera 7/4

Meeting adjourned -Next meeting Feb 19 at 7:00

Washington. [Located across the str_ 2t

Ranch] Call Lynette Sievers 653-69_5

New Sound System

On January 12, members David Sells, Bill Ebert,
Dale Venzke and Don McAvoy assisted Gail Mitchell
from Sound Foundation in installing the new sound
system in the sanctuary. It is awesome! Along with
some new microphones and the new speaker in
place the sound at Immanuel will be much better.
Also thanks to a couple of members that made very
generous donations to make this project possible
and the funds that were supplemented by Thrivent
of $350. The hearing assisted ear piece amplifers
will still work with the new system but not as many
people should need them.

Pastor Steve Accepts Call

The Stewardship and Finance team would like to take
this opportunity to thank the congregation for their
overwhelming support in voting for Pastor Steve as our
new Pastor and also their response to the recent straw
poll and the indication that some members

would increase their level of financial support in order
to obtain a more experienced pastor. For those that
weren’t present the vote was 95 yes to 4 no.

Pastor Steve agreed to accept the call after the con-
gregation voted him in.

Simply Giving—Offering Envelopes
If you have not received offering envelopes for 200
please contact the office 653-3950 or if you aterin
ested in signing up for Simply Giving (automatic
withdrawal) we have forms for that as well. You can
select the frequency for withdrawal and of coubse t
amount. We have several members that take advan-
tage of this automatic system for their contribngio
and they are very happy with the ease of usesit al
helps during the summer months when attendance is
not as consistent.

Nordic Choir to Present Concert in Iowa City

Nordic Choir, the flagship choral ensemble of Luther Col-
lege, will appear in concert on Sunday, March 29, 2009 at
4:00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, 310 North Johnson
Street, Iowa City, Iowa. Conducted by Craig Arnold, the
choir will perform sacred choral works, including selections
from Scarlatti, Schreck, Barber, Poulenc, Willan, Paulus, and
Christiansen. $15 adults, $8 students; for tickets, visit www.
luthertickets.com or call 1-800-4 LUTHER.

Every Sunday morning at 7:30 am KCII airs a 30 min-
ute program called "Grace Matters" that is produced
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. It
airs on both KCII 106.1 FM and 1380 AM.
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Worship Leaders

February Greeters Ushers Reader Communion | Communion Acolyte
2009 Assistant Setup/
Cleanup
Ted Kruse Hagensick
Sun 9:00 am| Kathy Dea Phyllis & Duane Linda Brown Lynette Megan Hill
Feb 1 Hagensick Sievers J&D Moore
Sun 9:00 am Youth Youth Youth Kyle Fischer
Feb 8
Sun 9:00 am| Dale & Judy | Jim Gallagher Lee Buchholz Sarah Kruse Grant Hill
Feb 15 Venzke Tom Tanner Hernandez M&J Sells
Sun 9:00 am | Jim & Lynette | Yaro Chmelar
Feb 22 Sievers Larry Bartlett Jim Sievers Maggie
Baker
Ash Wed. Vetter Hagensick
Feb 25 6:15 Kruse

If you cannot serve the time you are assigned, please find someone to trade with or call Kathy Vetter 653-5515 before noon on Friday.

Brad Sievers Project
Our church and Thrivent supported Brad
Sievers as he traveled to Tanzania with
John Hays’ group to install water purifica-

tion equipment.

Brad and Casey Ne-
grete traveled to the village where Mkini,
a Washington high school exchange stu-
dent last year, lives to install and train
someone in his village. We are looking
forward to Brad’s photos and comments
after his return home. Money was col-
lected 3 Sundays and donuts and coffee
were served after church the final Sun-
day. The congregation donated $952

SERRYV Crafts Project

The sale of crafts from third world countries imakt over.
Thanks for the fine support we received. Thereavgecraft
items that were not sold. Rather then return thamoredit,
they will be available for sale. The display wi# bn the table
in the hall where the coffee is sold. The pricagenbeen re-
duced. Please pay in cash for ease in bookkeephegymoney
from craft sales will go toward LWR projects Theldahoco-

late bars can’t be returned. They are also omdiffee table.
The money from chocolate sales will go into thefe®fund en-

and Thrivent supplemented with $500 for ye|opes that are on the table. Here are the iteafis with re-

a total of $1,452. Brad is very apprecia-
tive of the financial and spiritual support.
He is doing something as a teenager that
will be with him the rest of his life.
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duced prices:
Papoose tree ornament of Mary and Jesus $9 , wamibeilar
game labyrinth $10,
bamboo wind chime $9, capiz angel tree ornangeh®, terra
cotta nativity scene $14, stone children candig #10.
+ Washington Lions Club will be hosting a
blood drive on Thursday, February 19 at the
United Presbyterian Church from 1:30 —6:30 p.m.. To

donate call Don Hiner 653-5508 or Dorothy Weber
653-3844.

Blood Dive

Immanuel Lutheran Church
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Sunday School News February

Sunday School teachers and the Educ&anmittee met on January™.8nd made plans for the
spring. Mark your calendar!
On February 18 Sunday School students will receive a specialigésves me” snack during the
lesson time.
On Sunday, March"8we will have our annual Pajama, Pancake, Praiséappet breakfast for
Sunday School students. We will rotate classesdwmat three stations; Pancakes breakfast, Praise
music, and Puppet lesson during Sunday Schoolrdsse on that Sunday.
In April, we will celebrate Palm Sunday with a spétesson and Easter Egg Hunt for younger stu-
dents with the older students hiding the eggs.r@hal beNO Sunday School Classes on Easte
Sunday.
Our class day for Sunday School this year will badgy, May 1% . We'll give you more informa
tion on that as the time draws near.

Remember Sunday School classes run from 10:15:1b 13We hope you will join us for spring fun amaining.

=

-

Constitution changes BBOLD voted on at Special Congregational Meeting Jar2@89 Please check with the office
for a copy of the constitution if you are interekte

AMENDMENT PACKAGE |

(Allows a person to be removed from active member ship but keeps them on an inactive list so we retain responsibility so we can have a more accurate member-
shiplist.)

C8.05 Membership in this congregation shalterminated by any of the following:

E. A confirmed member who does not, for ageknf one year, partake of Holy Communion, suppitchurch with their offerings, and does not
appear to desire to participate in the life andshigr of the congregation shall be visited by thetgaandand/or a representative of the con-
gregationthe congregation’s officers and encouraged by tteeattive membership. If, during the second y&wsr ,confirmed member does not
actively participate, their name shall be removediftheactive membership roster of the congregation butlamdetained onrainactive re-
sponsibility list as one who is in special needhef congregation’s prayer and concern.

AMENDMENT PACKAGE I

(Changes the mandate to have this meeting to making it a suggestion since it rarely happens.)

C12.04 The Congregation Council shall have germraisight of the life and activities of this congaéion, and in particular its worship life, to teed that eve-
rything be done in accordance with the Word of @nd the faith and practice of the Evangelical LtaheChurch in America.

The duties of the Congregation Council shall ineltioe following.

A. To lead this congregation in stating its missitango long-range planning, to set goals and fiés;j and to evaluate its activities in light af it
mission and goals. [Invite the full membershigtefcommittees together with representatives chbyahe organizations of the congregation
to review the entire program of the congregatioleast once a year.]

APPENDIX (Last paragraph of A1.06)

(General) It is important that the committees nmeetess than once a month for the committees &ffeetive leaders of the congregatifihis suggested to
invite the full membership of its committees togetar with representatives chosen by the organizationsf the congregation to review the entire program
of the congregation at least once a year.
AMENDMENT PACKAGE llI
(Specifies that a Council member attend Call Committee meetings.)
C13.04 When a pastoral vacancy occurs; a Call Cttewrshall be elected. The congregation shalt slga/oting members and the Congregation Coueills
elect three members. Term of office will terminaténstallation of a newly called pasttirmo member of the Congregation Council is electetb the Call
Committee, a member of the Congregation Council stieattend as a liaison to the committee.
AMENDMENT PACKAGE IV
(Allows the Congregation Council to amend the Appendix portion of the Constitution)
APPENDIX
Al1.07 Amendments
The appendix may be amended by a majority vote oht Congregation Council at any regularly schedulectheeting.
AMENDMENT PACKAGE V
(Changes the term of office of Council Membersto two years fromthree.)
C12.02 The members of the Congregation Council bleatlected at a properly called meeting of thegcegation during the month of November.

A. Their term of office shall be fdwo three years with the term of office beginning enulry 1, and ending on December 31.

B. SixFour of the members of the Congregation Couneill §fe elected each year. One each to a specificritiee as outlined in C12.08he

2009 Congregation Council shall determine the reajnment of individual terms before elections are hellin November 2009.

C. Noone shall be declared elected unleshbdias received a majority of the votes cast.

D. If more than one ballot is required in &rcton it shall be in order by proper motion tmili the balloting after the first ballot to tise« four

candidates receiving the highest number of votetheriirst ballot, and after the second ballotitaitl the balloting to the three candidates recejvin

the highest number of votes.

Constitution Committee members: Lee Buchholz, Mo, Peter Weller, Ruth Jones.
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EMAIL Newsletters

We are in the process of changing from a paper lett@sto one that can be emailed to those that wiview
it that way. ( It will probably take a couple of ntbs to complete. ) The newsletter will also belabée on
the website, you can read portions of the monttiet their now. We recently passed out slips piepat
church like the one listed below. If you did novbdhe opportunity to fill one out and would likedo so here
it is. You can also email you address to the chatchuthwash@hotmail.com

NAME

I R R R R I R I
.

ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS

9 000 PP PP IIILIIIIOLIEIOIEPINOESEIOIEOINOIOTIIEITOTOE

___ Please include me in the email prayer chain
___ Please send the newsletter by email
___ Please send council minutes by email

__Prefer to receive newsletter by mail drop off or mail to Church :

=g

Assets & Outreach sheets will be passed out atdbHor the next couple of Sundays. Natural Church
Development is asking that everyone take the tofél tout one of the sheets so that you can shate
talents with everyone. It is important that we @dylly consider what we can share with othersgesp

cially those in need.

N C D will also be hosting a pancake breakfast onday Feb 15 after the worship service. All are in-
vited to come and enjoy the fellowship.

Kid's Corner

Congratulations to the kids for
raising $78.06 in the tube on the
altar. Everyone enjoys watching
the kids take their change up to
the front. The goal is to buy a cow
for a family in need so they can
improve their life style by provid-
ing for their family.

Book of Timothy
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“It was bound to happen.”

Word Find

Find the words from Deuteronomy 6:5 in the heart shape.
YOU
SHALL
LOVE
THE
LORD
YOUR
GOD
WITH
ALL
YOUR
HEART
AND
WITH
ALL
YOUR
SOUL
AND
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