
       The Old Testament lessons for this Advent season each foretell of the coming of the 
Christ.  In the 18th century, the composer Georg Frederich Handel set many of these texts 
to music in his oratorio, Messiah.  This great work inspires a sense of awe and reverence 
that still moves audiences to this day.  Those familiar with Handel’s Messiah will recognize 
many of the texts below. 
 
   These Old Testament prophets speak of a new relationship between God and his people, 
that God will be present among them, and they will be secure.  Jeremiah writes, “Behold the 
days are coming, says the Lord,  when . . .  I will cause a righteous Branch to spring forth for 
David; and he  shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In those days, Judah will 
be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely.”  (Jeremiah 33:14-16) 
 
   In Isaiah, we read, “The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelled in deep darkness, on them has the light shined. . . .  For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will 
be called ‘Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’  Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it, with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”  (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) 
 
    In Micah, it is written, “But you, O Bethlehem . . . , who are little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is 
from . . . ancient days. . . .  And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they shall dwell secure for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth.”  (Micah 5:2-4) 
 
   In Zephaniah, we read, “Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout O Israel!  Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken away the judgments 
against you, he has cast out your enemies.  The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall fear evil no more.   On that day it will be said to Jerusalem, ‘Behold, at that 
time . . . I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 
praise and renown in all the earth.  At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I 
gather you together. . . .’ ” 
 
   And Malachi writes, “Behold, I send my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. . . .  But, who  can endure the day of 
his  coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like a 
fullers’ soap; he will. . .  purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, till they 
present right offerings to the Lord. . . .” 
 
   These texts point the way to the coming of Jesus, Our Savior.  During this Advent sea-
son, they inspire us to look forward, to meditate upon, and to contemplate the meaning and 
significance to us of the birth of the Christ child.   Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection 
are God’s great gift to us.  Christ died once for all time for the sins of all.  This is why, in a 
spirit of great humility and gratitude, we celebrate Advent and the Christmas season. 
  
 

The Coming of Christ Foretold   by Peter Weller 
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Website: www.luther95.net/ILC-WIA/ 

1226 East Washington   Washington, IA   319-653-3950 
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General Fund Gifts  - October 
     1/12th of annual budget = $ 13,814.75   
      October 4                              2,480.70   
      October 11                            2,077.30  
      October 18                            1,970.50  
      October 25                             1,295.80 
               Simply Giving              2,278.00 
                             October $     10,101.80 
                 September $ 10,725.85  
  “Building Fund Gifts ” - October  
     Monthly mortgage payment - $3,422.55 
            October 4                        $  445.00 
            October 11                          195.00    
            October 18                          370.00   
             October 25                         275.00 
            October 30 -Banquet        2,000.00              
        Simply Giving                         790.00       
                               October  $ 4,075.00   
                     September  $ 2,545.00   
 At this time we have payments made through 
December. Next payment due 1/23/10.   
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Thrivent Leaders 2009  
Chapter - Yvonne Buster, Mark Kendall, Ray Poe 
Judy Venzke 
Care in Congregations—Dale Venzke, Mike Jewell, 
Oscar Hernandez 
Continuing Funds that can be contributed to:  
Luther League                                                  
Parking Lot Fund             New Carpet Fund 
Endowment Fund             Piano Fund 
Membership Assistance    Bobbie Schmidt Fund 
  [Make notation on check]�
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Council Members for 2009: Sarah Hernandez (Ed/Youth) 653-3038 - Kathy Dea [Sec.] (Ed/Youth) 653-6097 Kate Glinsmann (Ed/Youth) 653-7314 - Marty 
Westen [V.P.] (W/E)653-6021 - Ed Burdock (W/E) 653-2495 - Mary Chmelar (W/E) 653-2043– Tom Lyons (B/G/F) 653-6721 - David Sells (B/G/F) 461-5873 
Nancy Baker (B/G/F) 653-7309 - Ken Erickson (Stew/Fin) 653-5258 - Ruth Jones [Pres.] (Stew/Fin) 461-4010 -Mark Kendall( (Stew/Fin) -653-6561 
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CROP Walk Results 
 Results from the Washington Walk: a total 
collected of $4,898.35. One-fourth of the of 
the total will be returned to our community to 
be used in the local food banks. Immanuel 
members collected $873.00 and once again 
Gary Brown was the second place money –
raiser collecting $692.00. Way to go Gary! 

BOOK CLUB 
Don’t forget that this month the Book Club will 
be reviewing  - One Simple Act: Discovering the 
Power of Generosity by Debbie Macomber De-
cember 9th from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Dodici Cof-
fee Shop. Everyone is welcome to attend! 

Ladies’ Annual Luncheon 
Each December the two circles join together for a 
potluck at noon on the Tuesday of their circle meet-
ing.  This year it will be Dec. 8. 

All ladies are invited to attend.  Just bring a meat 
dish, a vegetable dish, a salad, or a dessert.  We 
don’t try to plan; we just bring food, and eat and 
visit.  It’s fine to purchase what you bring for the 
potluck.  If you have a noon lunch, come and eat.  
We welcome anyone who would like to enjoy the 

fellowship.  We might even ask Pastor Steve.  
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CHILD VOICE  

INTERNATIONAL  
Our collection of loose dol-
lars is in full swing. There 

are envelopes in the pews at 
church for the collection of 

loose monies to try and buy a pickup truck for Child Voice 
use. It is our goal to collect as much as possible by the 

time of our Church’s 50th celebration next September 19.�
As of November 22 we have collected $2,787.42. Thanks 

to everyone that has contributed. This will change the lives 
of several people for the better. 
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SERRV  Crafts for Christmas 
There are two tables set up in the hallway of the 

church.  They contain handmade craft items 
from all over the world.  There are chocolate 
bars and Alita’s scarves.  All the profit from 
these items will go to HOPE (church LWR) 

 Projects.  We also have the beautiful necklaces 
from  Child Voice.  The money from the neck-

lace sales helps to rehabilitate child soldiers who 
were forced to fight in Uganda.  If you come in 
during  a weekday, you may pay at the church 

office.  
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�A big thank you to all the ladies 
who helped make Chrismons for the 
Christmas program goodie bags. 
Helpers this year were Kathy Dea, 
BJ Wetherell, Betty Warren, Judy 
Venzke, and Laurie Wittmayer-
O'Neil. Thanks everyone, it was a 
fun afternoon! 

  
Sixty Cup Coffee Maker 

It has become difficult to keep up with 
the coffee making on Sunday morning.  
Now, Tom Lyons will prepare the 60 cup pot with 
regular coffee and he will use the smaller pots for 
decaf.  The Coffee maker was purchased from 
available Thrivent money.  
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NOVEMBER 
    2009 
  

Greeters Ushers Reader  Communion  
Assistant  

Communion 
Setup/

Cleanup 

Acolyte 

 Sun Dec 6 
8:00 am  

Lee & Lois 
Buchholz 

Deb Shepherd 
Phyllis & Duane 

Hagensick 

Gary Fischer 
 

T&MG Lyons  
B & K Ebert 

 Kruse/
Hagensick 

 
 Marty Baker 

10:30 am 
 

Tom Zoulek 
Family 

Yaro & Mary 
Chmelar 

Larry Bartlett 

Sara Bartlett J&L Sievers 
Y&M Chmelar  

 Kruse/
Hagensick 

 Ashley 
Rausch 

Sun Dec 13  
8:00 am 

Tom & 
Charlane 
Tanner  

Kristin Jones 
Family  

  

. 
Ray Poe 

T&MG Lyons    
John & Peg  

Harris 

 
Kyle Fischer 

10:30 am  Jason Rausch 
Family 

Brian Lueck 
John & Peg 

Harris 

 
Jim Sievers 

James Bennett 
Linda Six 

 
John & Peg  

Harris 

 
Nicholas 

Todd  

Sun Dec 20  
8:00 am 

 

David &  
Shannon 

Sells Family 

Tom Tanner 
Jim Gallagher 
Gary Fischer  

Cynthia Fischer 
 
 

Maggie & 
Deidra Baker 

 
  

 
Maggie 
Baker  

10:30 am 
  

Ann & James 
Bennett 

 Mark Kendall 
Dave Steele 

Pastor Al Kruse 

 
John Harris 

Jim & Lynette 
Sievers 

     
Vanessa 
Westen  
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Sun Dec 27 
8:00&10:30 
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Sun Jan 3  
8:00 am  

Stan & Kristin 
Jones Family 

Deb Shepherd 
Phyllis & Duane 

Hagensick 

Lee Buchholz Bill & Kathy 
Ebert 

 Jenny  
Seubert 

10:30 am Dave Steele  
Family 

Yaro & Mary 
Chmelar 

Larry Bartlett 

Al Olson Sara Bartlett 
Ann Bennett 

 Amanda 
Boner 

 Worship Leaders 

Need a Ride to Church, doctor’s 
appointment, or just the store? 
If you are willing to provide 
transportation to anyone in need of a 
ride, please fill out a sheet on the 
round table in the hallway at church 
and turn it into the church office. We 
will be publishing a list of those 
available to drive so that anyone can 
call these people for a ride. If you 
have any questions or need a ride 
please call the church office for more 
details 653-3950. 

If you cannot serve the time you are assigned, please find someone to trade with or call Kathy Vetter 653-5515 before noon on Friday. 

“New To Us” Piano 
We would like to thank Alice Rademaker for the do-
nation of her piano to the Church. Alice moved to a 
smaller apartment and  Halcyon House did not need 
another piano so she agreed to let Immanuel have it. 
She is so happy that it is going to get used. 
   This means that there is a piano that someone is 
welcome to have if they want to come and pick it up. 
It’s not in the best shape but it does play and the 
price is right. FREE!!! Please contact the office if 
you are interested 653-3950. 
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Updated Luther League Schedule 
  
December 6            Luther League Bake Sale between services 
                                         High School Meet 6:00 pm Road Rally Bring Cameras 
December 13                    Junior High Meet 6:00 pm Road Rally Bring Cameras 
December 20                    All Meet Christmas Party Bring Silly Gift $5.00 or less 
                                         Meet at 6:00 pm for Pizza 
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Heifer International: We 
are please to announce 
that the kids have raised 
enough money to buy a 
heifer for a family costing 
$500. We were also able to 
send another $500 and let 

Heifer International decide where to use the 
additional funds, either purchase another 
heifer, pigs, goats, chickens, ducks, etc. 
This is from the money that the children 
have been putting in the tube on the altar 
every week. They have done an excellent 
job in just a little over a year with the help 
from some additional Sunday School funds.  

A Rich (Poor) Christmas 
Often people cry out “Christmas has 
become too commercial” but then 
they continue spending as in the past. 
It’s an understandable problem be-
cause there are so many temptations 
out there.  

              However, this year for many the tight econ-
omy may have major implications for holiday cele-
brations. Those who have lost jobs or had their work 
and/or pay downsized may well be feeling a pinch 
and not able to spend as they have in the past. Per-
haps this is a gift. 
              The creative opportunity to explore alterna-
tive ways to celebrate the holiday can be a wondrous 
time of discovery. It can also present an opportunity 
for friends and neighbors to connect in new ways as 
less time may be spent buying and wrapping gifts 
and preparing for guests. 
              Try such things as homemade or recycled 
gifts, attending free seasonal events, walking around 
to enjoy Christmas decorations, gathering with 
friends and family for slight refreshments and carol-
ing, and spending time focusing on the beauty and 
transformative power of this holy season. The lists 
are truly endless and the results can provide wonder-
ful memories.  
              The prophet Micah (lectionary reading for 
December 20) pointed out that Bethlehem was one 
of the poorest and smallest places around, and yet it 
would be the birthplace of the Savior. May our sim-
ple and poor hearts be places for Christ to be born 
anew. 

Lutheran Book of Worship 
 

The price of the Lutheran Book of Worship, 
that we are currently using for worship, will 
increase from $20.00 to $22.50 on January 1. 
If anyone is interested in purchasing a copy 
for a memorial gift please contact the office 
653-3950. 
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  1 Quinn Wubbena 
  2 Marilyn Dennis  
  4 Sheryl Stadler 
  5 Tom Zoulek 
  8 Cary Brown 
  8 Landon Coker 
  9 Rachel Sands 
10 Abbi DeWolf 
11 Addison Six 
11 Amanda Blitsch 
13 Jillian Edwards 
14 Lyle Moen 
14 Sandy Weller          
 
14 B J Wetherell 
15 William Juhl 
18 Jack Quigley 
20 Lois Buchholz 
22 Emilee Parriott 
23 Alison Lucas 
23 Kathleen Lucas 
24 John Simmering 
24 Shannon Wampfler 
25 Matthew Edwards 
26 Dillon Goodwin 
28 De Ann Hakert 
30 Gerald Brown 
31 Elizabeth Terrones  
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  2 James & Ann Bennett 
  3 Steve & Kathy Jones 
  8 Earnest &Donna Wampfler 
16 Steve & Barb Bartholomew  
21 Rich & Carolyn Schmidt 
21 Christine Blaumueller & 
      David Venzke 
25 Jack & Doris Moore 
28 Jim & Lynette Sievers 
31 Jim & Kathleen Almelien 
  
 
 
  


