
As we continue to examine ourselves and our shortcomings during the season of Lent, 
we realize that we alone, by our own resources, are unable to overcome our flaws or 
rectify our mistakes or redeem ourselves or put right our relationship with God.  We 
know that we cannot deny our sin, but rather, we must confess it, and if we confess our 
sins, we know that God will forgive them.  God’s grace is the great gift that has been 
given to us through the suffering, death, and resurrection of his son, Jesus.  

The prophet Isaiah provides many references to the coming Messiah:  “Here is my ser-
vant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon 
him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  . . . a  bruised reed he will not break, and a 
dimly burning wick he will not quench; . . .   Thus says God, the Lord, . . .  I am the Lord, 
I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are 
blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in dark-
ness.” (Isaiah 42:1-7)   
 
In chapter 43, it is written, “Thus says the Lord, “. . . I give water in the wilderness, riv-
ers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for my-
self so that they might declare my praise.”  (Isaiah 43:20-21) 
 
And in chapter 49— “And now the Lord says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will 
give you as a light to the nations that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 
abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, ‘Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and 
they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of 
Israel, who has chosen you.’”  (Isaiah 49:6-7) 
 
To our ears, these appear to be references to the coming Messiah, to Jesus.  God is 
reaching out to his people, and by extension, to all people, encouraging them to come 
to him.   
 
In Isaiah chapter 55, the Lord says, “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen so that you 
may live.  I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast  sure love for 
David.  See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peo-
ples.  
 
“Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord that he 
may have mercy on them, and to their God, for he will abundantly pardon.  For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.” (Isaiah 
55:3-8) 
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near.  I truly believe that 
by holding fast to our Christian beliefs, when we seek the Lord, he will be found, and 
when we call upon him, he will be near.    

 Seeking the Lord                    by Peter J. Weller 
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Website: www.luther95.net/ILC-WIA/ 

1226 East Washington   Washington, IA   319-653-3950 
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General Fund Gifts  - January 
     1/12th of annual budget = $ 13,814.75   
      January 3                              1,235.00   
      January 10                            4,938.50  
      January 17                            2,149.00  
      January 24                            1,602.75 
      January 31                            1,961.00 
               Simply Giving              2,504.00 
                             January    $   14,390.25 
                  December $  11,251.50     
  “Building Fund Gifts ” - January  
     Monthly mortgage payment - $3,422.55 
      January 3                                390.00   
      January 10                              611.25  
      January 17                              305.00  
      January 24                              608.75 
      January 31                              275.00 
        Simply Giving                       790.00       
                               January     $ 2,980.00 
                     December  $  2,905.00 
 At this time we have payments made through March. Next 
payment due 4/23/10.   
Simply Giving is now charging a monthly fee of .20 per 
transaction. Total January $10.40. 
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Thrivent Leaders 2009  
Chapter - Yvonne Buster, Mark Kendall, Ray Poe 
Judy Venzke 
Care in Congregations—Dale Venzke, Mike Jewell, 
Oscar Hernandez 
Continuing Funds that can be contributed to:  
Luther League                                                  
Parking Lot Fund             New Carpet Fund 
Endowment Fund             Piano Fund 
Membership Assistance    Bobbie Schmidt Fund 
  [Make notation on check]�
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Council Members for 2010: Ed Burdock (Ed/Youth) 653-2495 - Kathy Dea[Sect’y]  (Ed/Youth) 653-6097 Kate Glinsmann (Ed/Youth) 653-7314 - Marty Westen
[VP]  (W/E) 653-6021 - Linda Six (W/E) 657-3411 - Mary Chmelar (W/E) 653-2043– Tom Lyons [Pres] (B/G/F) 653-6721 - David Sells (B/G/F) 461-5873 
Nancy Baker (B/G/F) 653-7309 - Ken Erickson (Stew/Fin) 653-5258 - Gary Fischer (Stew/Fin) 653-2098 -Mark Kendall( (Stew/Fin) -653-6561 

 World Day of Prayer  
 The World Day of Prayer is March 5 from 
12:00-1:00 pm at the Washington Mennonite 
Church.  All are invited for this one hour 
service that was written by the women of 
Cameroon.  The theme is “Let Everything That 
Has Breath Praise God”.  Judy Venzke and  
Alissa Jewell are representing Immanuel. 
(Please note the corrected date from last 
month’s article.) �

 A Special Guest at the March 17  
Lenten Service 

Chris Harris, a financial associate for Lutherans 
in Coralville and the son of John and Peg Harris, 
traveled to Santa Ana, San Salvador last Oct. for 
a 10 day volunteer project.  Thrivent Builds 
Worldwide and Habitat for Humanity are joined 
in building seventy-five Habitat homes in Santa 
Ana.  He will talk of his adventures as he gives a 
power point presentation.  This trip has had a 
strong impact on his life.  The service starts at 
6:15 p.m. with a soup supper preceding it (5:30-
6:15) served by the Luther League. 

BOOK CLUB– April 14 
Due to Lenten Soup Suppers and worship sched-
uled on Wednesday night’s during Lent, the Book 
Club will not meet in March. Our next scheduled 
meeting will be April 14 where we will be re-
viewing  - Only the River Runs Free by Bodie & 
Brock Thoene   from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Dodici 
Coffee Shop.  There are extra copies of the book 
available to borrow, contact Linda Venzke at 461-
3657. May 12th  selection will be Coming Out of 
the Ice by Victor Herman 

 
Congratulations to Chris & Jesse Harris 

On the birth of their daughter Lucy Mae Harris. 
February 24, 6# 5 oz. and 19 3/4” 

Brothers Jack & Bo welcome her home. 
Grandparents are John & Peg Harris  

Great-grandparents Jack & Doris Moore 
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CHILD VOICE  

INTERNATIONAL  
Our collection of loose dol-
lars is in full swing. There 

are envelopes in the pews at 
church for the collection of 

loose monies to try and buy a pickup truck for Child Voice 
use. It is our goal to collect as much as possible by the 

time of our Church’s 50th celebration next September 19.�

As of February 28 we have collected $5,082.44. This total 
also includes money from people working at Hawkeye 

concessions.    

Thanks to everyone that has contributed. This will change 
the lives of several people for the better. 
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Congratulation to Brad & Tricia Kroll   
On the Birth of their daughter  

 Vivienne Carey Kroll 
February 15, 2010 

9#  21”  
Vivienne joins her brother Lucas (6) and her 

sister Caitlin (3) at home. 
Grandparents are: 

 Jay & Cindy Carey Homewood, IL 
Stan & Sharol Kroll Lockridge, IA 
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Thank You to Immanuel 
Thank you so much for all of your support you’ve 
given me for my mission trip to Kenya. Thank you 
for donating baked goods to the bake sale and other 
items to the garage sale! Also thank you for coming 
to the garage/bake sale and for your private dona-
tions as well.  
Thank you so much for your prayer support too! I 
know that it it is only through God that this trip is 
possible! Praise the Lord for the kindness and gener-
osity of our congregation!   Thanks again! 
Love, Alissa Jewell 
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March  
2010 

  

Greeters Ushers Reader  Communion  
Assistant  

Communion 
Setup/

Cleanup 

Acolyte 

Wed Mar 3 
6:15 PM 

 Duane & Phyllis 
Hagensick 

    

Sun Mar 7  
8:00 am 

Bill & Kathy 
Ebert  

Duane & Phyllis 
Hagensick 

Deb Shepherd  

Kyle Fischer Bill & Kathy 
Ebert 

Linda Brown 
Mike & Judy 

Sells  

 
Maggie 
Baker 

 
10:30 am  

Dale & Judy 
Venzke 

Yaro & Mary 
Chmelar 

Larry Bartlett 

 
Lynette Sievers 

Sherry Ives 
Linda Six 

M & J Sells 
Carol Burdock  

 
Megan Hill 

Wed Mar 10 
6:15 PM 

 Dave Steele 
Deb Shepherd 

    

Sun Mar 14  
8:00 am 

Betty Warren 
Pam Keyworth 

Stan & Kristin  
Jones Family 

 

 
Bill Ebert 

  

Gary Fischer 
Deb Shepherd 

Jane Kruse 

Linda Brown 
Sue Baker 

  

 
Jenny 

 Seubert  

 
10:30 am 

  

Alan & Vicki 
Rebling  
Family 

Brian Lueck 
John & Peg  

Harris 

 
Peg Harris  

Yaro Chmelar 
Larry & Sara 

Bartlett 

 Sue Baker 
Carol Burdock 

 
Grant Hill 

March 17 
6:15 PM 

 Tom Tanner 
Jim Gallagher  

 
 

    
 

  

Sun Mar 21 
8:00 am   

Ray & Alta  
Poe  

Tom Tanner 
Jim Gallagher 
Gary Fischer   

 
Ray Poe  

Tom & Mary 
Gail Lyons 

Deidra Baker 

Linda Brown 
Sue Baker 

  
Maggie 
Baker 

  
10:30 am 

  

 
B J Wetherell  

 Mark Kendall 
Dave Steele 

Richard Schmidt 

 
Sara Bartlett  

 

Larry Bartlett 
Jim &Lynette 

Sievers 

 Sue Baker 
Carol Burdock   

 
Amanda 
Boner 

Wed Mar 24 
6:15 PM 

 Yaro & Mary 
Chmelar 

    

Sun Mar 28 
8:00 am 
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 Diane Morgan  
Corrine Martin 

Rich Baker 
Family 

 
Cynthia Fischer  

Bill & Kathy 
Ebert 

Lee Buchholz 

Linda Brown 
Sue Baker 

 
Kyle Fischer 

 
10:30 am 
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Nancy Baker  

 Ken Erickson 
Dale Venzke 
Jim Seivers 

 
Jim Sievers  

John Harris 
Linda Six 
Ryan Hall 

 Sue Baker 
Carol Burdock 

Megan Hill  

Sun April 4 
7:00 am  
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10:30 am        

 Worship Leaders 

If you cannot serve the time you are assigned, please find someone to trade with or call Kathy Vetter 653-5515 before noon on Friday. 
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Women’s Cluster Gathering 
All women of Immanuel are invited to a Saturday morning of fellowship at Christ the 
King in Iowa City.  We will be joined by women from other churches in our cluster.   
The date is April 10 with registration and coffee time staring at 8:30 am.  We will be car-
pooling from our church.  Babysitting is available if you make it known when we regis-
ter.  There will be special music, a talk by Pastor Cindy Breed, the Chaplain at the Uni-
versity Hospitals and a talk by a master gardener since our theme is flowers.  Lunch will 
begin at 11:30.  We hope to keep the morning enjoyable and informative.  There will be a 
poster and a sign up sheet in our church.  Any questions?  Call Judy Venzke 653-3820. 

Education and Youth News! 
 
Mark your calendar for more important Sunday School dates:  
Palm Sunday we will have regular classes.  There will be no Easter egg hunt this year. 
Easter Sunday there will be NO Sunday School.  
Last day of Sunday School before summer break will be May 23rd.  
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 11-15. We can always use more adult help.  If 
you are interested please contact Kathy Dea 653-6097. 
Rally Sunday will be Sept 12.  We will also be presenting Bibles to 3rd graders and any other 
students who have never received a Bible.  If you have an older child who has never re-
ceived a Bible, please advise Kathy Ebert so she can make sure we get an extra Bible or-
dered. 
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Nearly two years have passed since the flooding dev-
astated much of eastern Iowa, and for cities and towns 
throughout the area, rebuilding continues. Your help is 
needed. 
 
This spring, Church World Service and its members 
will host a six-week ecumenical work project in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. In partnership with two local organiza-
tions, the Linn Area Long Term recovery Coalition and 
Block-by-Block, we hope to help at least 10 families 
return home. 
 
Join us by showing the world how people of faith, 
working side by side, can make great things happen 
for our neighbors in need. 
 
Volunteer groups will generally arrive on Sunday, work 
on Monday through Friday, and leave for home on Sat-
urday. Shorter term projects are also available. 

Project Dates 
 
Sunday, April 11—Saturday, April 17 
Sunday, April 18—Saturday, April 24 
Sunday, April 25—Saturday, May 1 
Sunday, May 2—Saturday, May 8 
Sunday, May 9—Saturday, May 15 
Sunday, May 16—Saturday, May 22 
 
Interested in putting a team together from your congrega-
tion? Contact Pastor Michael Stadie at 563-322-7419 or  
michael.stadie@LSIowa.org   [Pastor Stadie works for 
Lutheran Services of Iowa.] 



Steve and his twin sons Dale and Dale 

Our accountant Mark! An improvement on Pastor’s looks! 

                                        The Six triplets! 

Father/Son February 16, 2010 

Jane Kruse explaining games to the Vetter boys Cole and 
Isaac  and the Six boys 

You decide who looks the best!!! How about neither? 
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1  Yaro Chmelar 
1  Steve Jones 
2  Rebecca Harman 
2  Laurie Pemberton 
3  Martin Baker 
4  Mary Bruty 
4  Nathan Lowe 
5  Audrey Zehr 
5  Pauline Basinger 
6  Peter Glinsmann 
6  Julie Hill 
7  Sid Manfull 
7 Caitlin Sells 
8 Joyce Blitsch 
9 Vicki Rebling 
11 Jayme Steffen 
11 Kerri Hall 
11 Deidra Baker 
13 Matteo Hernandez 
15 Donald Buster 
17 David Griffin 
18 Bill Ebert 
18 Madelina Hernandez 
19 Grace Bennett 
20 Ryan Jones 
20 Caitlin Sells 
23 Samuel Hall 
23 Daegan Brown 
23 Taylor Bartholomew 
24 Tom Gaughan 
26  Brad Sievers 
26 Cody Jones 
28 Sharlene Soper 
30 Shayna Blitsch 
30 Joshua Zoulek  
31 Lorna Olson 
31 Marcella Atkinson 
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   4 Mike & Teresa Todd 
  7 Jim & Sandy Edwards 
16 Bill & Kathy Ebert 
18 Stan & Kristin Jones 
25 Dick & Deb Shepherd   
  
 
 
  


