
This month’s gospel lessons continue from Luke and are found in chapters 12-14.  They 
contain elements from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, which is more fully detailed in Matthew, 
chapters 5-7.  In Luke’s account, as in Matthew’s, Jesus urges his listeners to focus less on 
life in the earthly kingdom and more on the life to come in the heavenly kingdom.  In es-
sence, he tells them that life on earth is temporary, that what one accumulates on earth is 
also temporary, and that earthly goods can deteriorate, lose value, or be stolen.  Heavenly 
treasures, on the other hand, do not wear out or deteriorate, and they are safe and secure. 
 
Jesus warns us against greed and says that “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
possessions.”  (Luke 12:15)  He illustrates his point with the parable about the rich man who 
felt the need to tear down his old too-small barns and replace them with new larger ones to 
store his ever growing quantities of grain and goods.  This very rich man felt a great sense 
of pride and self-satisfaction that his wealth would provide him with many years of great 
comfort and easy living.  But, God said to him, “You fool!  This very night your life is being 
demanded of you.  And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?”   Jesus adds, 
“So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God.” (Luke 12:16-21) 
 
Jesus urges us, “Sell your possessions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth de-
stroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Luke 12:33-35) 
 
He also tells us to be vigilant and ready, like those who wait for the return of their master, 
who have their lamps filled with oil and their wicks trimmed, and who are prepared to greet 
their master when he appears, no matter what time of day or night.   When he does appear, 
Jesus says, the master will have them sit down to eat, “. . . and he will come and serve 
them,”  a clear reference to the idea of the master being also a servant.  
 
But, Jesus also warns that to follow him is to make a choice, and not necessarily an easy 
one.  He says, “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  I 
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is com-
pleted!  Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?  No, I tell you, but rather 
division!  From now on, five in one household will be divided, three against two and two 
against three; they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-
in-law against mother-in-law.”  (Luke 12:51-53)  This is a stern Jesus, and these are not 
words of comfort.  Elsewhere, Jesus says that no servant can serve two masters (Luke 
16:13, Matthew 6:24).  When put in such stark terms, choosing between Jesus or family can 
be excruciatingly difficult and painful.  To choose one may cause us to lose the other.  Je-
sus, being both divine and human, certainly understands this.   
 
Yet, we must remember that relationships on this earth, like possessions and treasures, are 
temporary to this earth.  What ought to matter more is the eternal rather than the temporary, 
our relationship to God rather than our relationship to other human beings.  What truly mat-
ters, therefore, is that we set our focus on the Heavenly Kingdom.  For this is what God 
wants.  Jesus said, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the Kingdom.” (Luke 12:32)  What a gift it will be! 

Choosing Treasures In Heaven     by Peter J. Weller 
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Website: www.luthwash.org  [new address] 

1226 East Washington   Washington, IA   319-653-3950 
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General Fund Gifts  - June 
     1/12th of annual budget = $ 13,814.75   
      June 6                                   $2,384.25  
      June 13                                   2,920.00  
      June 20                                   1,478.00 
      June 27                                   1,485.00  
               Simply Giving               2,927.00 
                                    June     $ 11,194.25 
                  May    $ 10,701.20 
  “Building Fund Gifts ” - June  
     Monthly mortgage payment - $3,422.55 
      June 6                                      336.25   
      June 13                                    650.00 
      June 20                                    250.00 
      June 27                                    195.00 
        Simply Giving                       800.00       
                                    June  $    2,231.25   
                      May   $   2,810.00   
 At this time we have payments made through July. Next 
payment due 8/23/10.   
Simply Giving is now charging a monthly fee of .20 per 
transaction. Total June $7.40. 
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Thrivent Leaders 2010  
Chapter - Dorothy Grim, Janette Edwards, Ray Poe 
Judy Venzke 
  
Continuing Funds that can be contributed to:  
Luther League                                                  
Parking Lot Fund             New Carpet /Tile Fund 
Endowment Fund             Piano Fund 
Membership Assistance      
  [Make notation on check]�
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Council Members for 2010: Ed Burdock (Ed/Youth) 653-2495 - Kathy Dea[Sect’y]  (Ed/Youth) 653-6097 Kate Glinsmann (Ed/Youth) 653-7314 - Marty Westen
[VP]  (W/E) 653-6021 - Linda Six (W/E) 657-3411 - Mary Chmelar (W/E) 653-2043– Tom Lyons [Pres] (B/G/F) 653-6721 - David Sells (B/G/F) 461-5873 
Nancy Baker (B/G/F) 653-7309 - Ken Erickson (Stew/Fin) 653-5258 - Gary Fischer (Stew/Fin) 653-2098 -Mark Kendall( (Stew/Fin) -653-6561 

  Book Club 
The regular gathering of the Book Club will be held 
on Wednesday, August 11 at Dodici Shop. The 
group will be discussing “A Reliable Wife” by 
Robert Goolrick. Extra copies of the book are avail-
able. Contact Linda @ 319-461-3657. 
September 8 selection: “American Wife” by Curtis 
Sittenfeld�

           50th Anniversary, September 
19, Planning Meeting 
 
There will be a meeting of the heads of committees, as well as 

any other interested members, on August 11 at 6:00 
in the Fellowship Hall.    We will coordinate and 
discuss the 50th Anniversary Celebration at that time.  Please 
bring your own tableware and a dish to pass.  Drinks and meat 
will be furnished. 

��

  Congratulations to Andrew & Shannon 
Almelien of Clarinda  

on the birth of their son 
Erik Valentine Almelien 

July 20, 2010 
7# 10 oz.  20”  

Grandparents are James & Kathleen  
Almelien members of Immanuel 

Thank You 
I would like to thank Immanuel’s congregation for 
all the prayers and concern showed to me before 
during and after my brain surgery. 
 
I feel very blessed that you all were praying for me. 
I am getting better everyday.  
Thank you again Kitty Brooks. 
(Linda Brown’s sister-in-law) 
����
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Christian Banquet -October 16 
Christian Banquet will be help October 16, 2010 
please save the date! For those of you that aren’t 

familiar with the banquet, we have a very nice ca-
tered meal and an auction to raise funds for the 

Building Fund and also support some of 
 Immanuel’s other projects.  

It’s a fun night full of fellowship! 
If you are interested in helping with the organiza-

tion of the auction please contact Mike Sells at 653-
5873. The committee will have their first meeting 

August 10 at 5:00PM. 
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Hello my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ 
our Lord. It’s me Kyle Fischer writing all of you 
to see how you’re doing and to inform you of 
my progress.  I am a little over half way through 
basic training and I am doing well. It is difficult, 
but I am doing good. I’ve already started some 
job training working with the Chaplin and Chap-
lin’s assistant on Saturday nights and Sunday 
mornings. 

I thank you for your prayer and support. They 
have helped and I have needed them. I hope 
all are doing well and things are going smooth. 
Take care and I will see you all when I return.  

Yours in Christ, Kyle 
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Facebook Update 
 
Thanks to everyone who became a fan of Immanuel 
Lutheran on Facebook.  You can now find us by visit-
ing 
��67%%����)���-��.����%�����
���
�
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There are photos from Vacation Bible School posted 
on the Immanuel Lutheran Facebook page. 

French Toast  
& Toppings  
Breakfast 

4th Saturday   
 August 28 

7:00AM –10:00AM 
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Sympathy to the Families of: 
 
 Marty and Joyce on the passing of Marty’s 
father Walter Westen, June 6. 
Greg & Lori Wiley on the passing of Greg’s 
mother Kathy Wiley, July 5. 
Greg & Lori Seubert on the passing of 
Greg’s mother in Minneapolis, July 18.  
Sandy & Peter Weller on the passing of 
Sandy’s mother in California, July 26. 
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August 
2010 

  

Greeters Ushers Reader  Communion  
Assistant  

Communion 
Setup/

Cleanup 

Acolyte 

Sun Aug 1 
8:00 am 

 
Jim Gallagher 

Duane & Phyllis 
Hagensick 

Deb Shepherd  

 
Mary Gail Lyons 

Kristin Jones 
Mary Gail & 
Tom Lyons 

  
Maggie 
Baker 

 
9:30 am 

��

 
Aaron & April 

Six Family 

Yaro & Mary 
Chmelar 

Larry Bartlett 

 
Al Olson 

Linda Six 
Yaro & Mary 

Chmelar 

 Vanessa 
Westen  

Sun Aug 8  
8:00 am 

Tom & 
Charlane  
Tanner 

Stan & Kristin 
Jones 
Family 

 
Deidra Baker  

  
  

 
  

 
9:30 am 

  

 
Ken & Naomi 

Erickson 

Brian Lueck 
John & Peg  

Harris 

 
Julie Hill 

  

  
  

 
Megan Hill  

Sun Aug 15 
8:00 am   

Lee & Lois 
Buchholz 

Tom Tanner 
Jim Gallagher 
Gary Fischer   

 
Linda Brown  

Cynthia Fischer 
Lee Buchholz 
Gary Fischer 

   
Maggie 
Baker  

  
9:30 am 

  

 
Matt & Jayme 

Steffen 

Mark Kendall 
Dave Steele 

Richard Schmidt 

 
Mary Chmelar 

  

Sara & Larry 
Bartlett 

John Harris 

  
Grant Hill 

Sun Aug 22 
8:00 am��

 
Ted & Vi  

Kruse 

 
Rich Baker  

Family 

 
Bill Ebert 

  

    

 
9:30 am 

� 

 
Kathy Dea 

Ken Erickson 
Dale Venzke 
Jim Sievers  

 
 Lynette Sievers 

 

   
Shayna  
Blitsch 

Sun Aug 29 
8:00 am 

Duane & Phyllis 
Hagensick 

Bill & Kathy Ebert 
Steve Vetter 

Ray Poe 
 

   

9:30 am Jack & Doris 
Moore 

Ryan Hall 
Family 

Peg Harris   Elaney  
England 

Sun Sept 5 
8:00 am 

Pastor Al & 
Jane Kruse 

  

Duane & Phyllis 
Hagensick 

Deb Shepherd  

 
Al Kruse 

Kristin Jones 
Mary Gail & 
Tom Lyons 

  
Marty Baker 

10:30 am 
Note Time 

Change��

Dale & Judy 
Venzke 

  

Yaro & Mary 
Chmelar 

Larry Bartlett 

 
Sara Bartlett 

Linda Six 
Yaro & Mary 

Chmelar 

 Fletcher 
Green  

 Worship Leaders 

If you cannot serve the time you are assigned, please find someone to trade with or call Kathy Vetter 653-5515 before noon on Friday. 
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               Pickup Project 
 
         Pastor Koch’s friend, Conrad Mandsager of Child Voice International, 
will be visiting our congregation on September 19th, to personally accept 
our check which will help him purchase a used pick up for his people in 
Uganda.  We are looking forward to hosting him at our 50th Anniversary Celebration.   We have 
several weeks to make this total grow.  Please use the envelopes in the pews on Sundays to 
make your donation to this cause.  Our original goal was $20,000 which would buy the pickup.   
            

           Originally the church council agreed to look outward, not inward to our own needs this 
year, in our special-projects giving.  Let’s not get sidetracked.  We always have needs here at 
home, and there will be years after this 50th Anniversary year that we can concentrate on our 

wants and needs here at Immanuel.   Please give generously as you can to the children of Africa 
in 2010. �

 

��)��#�

     THANK YOU FOR CUTTING OUT 11” QUILT SQUARES! 
 
              The workers who are putting together kits for Lutheran World Relief want to thank those members of Im-
manuel who have been helping by cutting quilt squares at home.  We have a large boxful now, and will put them 
together to make quilts.  We will have another large number of quilts to send off this fall to people around the 
world who have none.  (You will get to see them at our 50th Anniversary Celebration on September 19th, as we 
will decorate the church with them.) 
              Please do not forget that these are ongoing projects.  The big push for school kits comes in the spring, 
when we collect full school bags of supplies that you, the congregation, put together.  In the fall, we purchases 
large quantities of supplies and have the Luther League help us fill the bags we have made over the summer.  Per-
haps you would like to purchase school supplies now while they are inexpensive, and keep them until next spring 
when we call for them. 
              It is always amazing to call for help on these projects, and have such a response.  We can always use 
grooming aids (combs, toothbrushes, nail clippers, soap, new or used spools of thread, to name a few).  It is 
sometimes like the Bible story of the fishes and the loaves when we walk into the sew room and see all that has 
been left for us to work with.  There are often fabrics, and soft and hard goods left for us to turn into useable 
items.  Thank you, members of Immanuel, for helping us to help others. 

Choice Dollars  
Thrivent is rolling out its new Choice Dollars program during a 7 week period. Eligible members in Iowa 
will receive a letter the week of August 16th containing information on their Choice Dollars for 2010. 
We will be able to direct a portion of Thrivent Financial’s charitable funds to Lutheran organizations and 
congregations. Please remember that Choice Dollars replaces the Thrivent program of Care in Congrega-
tions. (We used to receive around $3000 each year for money raising or work projects for Immanuel.) 
The chapter board members in our church will plan a meeting in late August or early Sept. to discuss 
what we can do as a group or individually. Please watch your mail the week of August 16th and open 
that Thrivent letter.  

Update on Bobbi Schmidt 
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VBS�

Thank you to all the kids and adults that helped make 2010 Vacation Bible School a great success!  58 chil-
dren attended “Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace” a couple of weeks ago and over half of them were 
not members of Immanuel.  The kids listened to stories about Joseph’s time in prison and how he moved 
into the palace.  They played games, learned songs, made bread, clay bricks, a board game and several 
crafts reinforcing life in Egypt during the time Joseph lived.  The big hit of the week was having their faces 
made up like Cleopatra.  The kids had a great week and we ended with a family night where we all enjoyed 
a meal together, singing some of the songs learned and showing the parents the different activities they did 
all week. �

��

This week couldn’t have happened without the help of many older kids and adults.  We had over 30 volun-
teers this year that helped out nightly with VBS.  It needs to be mentioned that 9 of these individuals were 
between 7th grade and 20 years old and were a major part of VBS this year!  Brad Sievers was our Joseph 
and led Storytelling, Sam Shepherd and Maddie Newhouse led Music, Jenny Seubert, Sierra Wagner and 
Elaney England led Games, Ashley Wagner and Lauren Mueller led the Barber/Beauty Shop and Cody 
Soper helped with brickmaking and crafts. This is a great undertaking and these young folks did an awe-
some job with very little adult guidance.  WAY TO GO, YOUTH!!! �

Al Olson took pictures on several nights and posted them on Immanuel’s Facebook page.  And of course, 
we can’t forget to mention all the folks who supplied us with cookies and other nightly snack.  Kathy Dea 
and Corrine Martin provided the family night meal and Korner Kremery donated ice cream.  Thank you to 
each individual who helped make 2010 VBS possible! Bible School cannot happen without many folks giv-
ing of their time and talent for the week.  Helping with VBS is a great way to meet new folks, socialize and 
connect with the kids and we would encourage you to consider volunteering next year.  �

��

Sunday School�

This year, Rally Sunday starts off Sunday School on the Sunday following Labor Day weekend.  We will 
also distribute Bibles to the upcoming 3rd graders on that morning.  If you have a child going into a grade 
above 3rd grade who for any reason has never received a Bible, we would like to provide them a Bible, 
too.  Please contact Kathy Ebert in the church office so she can make sure to get enough Bibles.  �

��

Sunday School Superintendent�

Are you one of those parents who sends their kids to Sunday School each week and then goes shopping to 
kill time while you wait to pick them up?  There are a number of you out there! Immanuel is in need of a 
Sunday School Superintendent this fall and I would encourage you to take on the role.  It’s a rewarding and 
relatively easy way to give back to the church.  This position basically provides assistance to the teachers 
on Sunday mornings and makes sure teachers have the materials they need to use for the program.   If you 
are interested in the position or have any questions, please contact the church office or Deb Shepherd (461-
3042).  �



Hooray!!!!! Time for Catechism 
  
Sept. 26��� Intro to the Catechism/Bible�Day.. (9:15 – 10:15am)  
Attendance: Mandatory for JHS students..As-Often-As Possible (for others) 
  
Who is Invited?   Junior High (7th-8th�grade students) AND Adults (all ages..family/parents of JHS students..members�and non-
members of the congregation) 
  
When?�Class to be held on ALL Sundays other than holiday weekends thru Palm Sunday    
            (see schedule below) 
Where?  In the Fellowship Hall – NW section 
Why : Martin Luther in his Small Catechism introduces the different parts to the Catechism with the same words, “As the head of 
the family should teach ..in a simple�way to his (her) household� .  Since most of us struggle with “who�� is the head of the family, 
we will succumb to tradition and let the pastor and instructors lead the teaching.  The term, “family�� doesn’t just mean (6th), 7th�
and 8th�graders although this has become another Lutheran tradition through the years.  We are inviting the entire (church) fam-
ily to the sessions to enrich the entire experience.  �
Materials -�will be provided.  This “new” curriculum will include reading materials (from the Bible and other sources as well 
as  DVD’s�and videos from various sources – the History channel,  Augsburg,  the A&E channel,  Amazon.com,  Lenten re-
sources, the writings of Josephus ( Jewish historian during Jesus’ life, the Discovery channel, etc.). 
*** PLEASE�join us in this new spiritual endeavor!!!!!!!!!!!!!!\ 
Catechism is intended to provide spiritual “growth”. 
Demographic studies point to the fact that congregations that do Bible study grow spiritually and are “more healthy” as groups 
and individual. 
One of the other purposes for this scenario�is to enable “family” bonding between generations and individuals. 
Please consider making this spiritual commitment to your spiritual health! 
Peace! 
Pastor Steve 
 
CLASS CURRICULUM AND SCHEDULE 
  
SEPTEMBER 
      26 – Introduction to Catechism  
  
OCTOBER 
        3��� Session 1 – Martin Luther - Part 1 
      10 – Session 2 – Martin Luther – Part 2 
      17 – Session 3 – Martin Luther – Part 3 
      24 – 2000 Years of Christian / Bible History – Part 1 
       31.    - 2000 Years of Christian / Bible History – Part 2 
  
NOVEMBER  
        7 – 2000 Years of Christian / Bible History – Part 3 
       14 – 2000 Years of Christian /Bible History – Part 4 
       21 – 2000 Years of Christian / Bible History – Part 5 
       28 – 2000 Years of Christian / Bible History – Part 6 
DECEMBER 
       5 – 2000 Years of Christian / Bible History – Part 7 
      12 – 2000 Years of Christian / Bible History – Part 8 
      19 – The Exodus – Decoded – Part 1 – The Baptism of Jesus 
      26 – No Class – Christmas Break 
  
JANUARY (2011) 
       2 – No Class – Christmas Break 
       9 – The Exodus Decoded – Part 2 
      16 – The Exodus Decoded – Part 3 
      23 – The Ten Commandments – Part 1 
  
 
  

 
FEBRUARY 
       6 – The Ten Commandments – Part 2 
      13 – John the Baptist 
      20 – The Last Supper 
      28 -  Forgiveness and the Three Faiths of Jerusalem – Part 1 
  
MARCH  
        6 – The Three Faiths of Jerusalem – Parts 2 and 3 
       13 – Satan: “prince of darkness” 
       20 – The Inquisition – Part 1 
       27 – The Inquisition – Part 2 
  
APRIL  
         3 – Bonhoeffer��� Part 1 
        10 – Bonhoeffer��� Part 2 – Love is Patient 
        17 – Palm Sunday  - Confirmation         
        24 - EASTER 
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1 Phyllis Hagensick 
1 Connie Humston 
1 Mike Sells 
1 Angela Six 
1 Maggie Roth 
2 Carrie Ingles 
3 Rose Lloyd 
3 Tom Lyons 
4 Pam Keyworth 
4 Serenity Bailey 
5 Paige Wagner 
7 Maddie Newhouse 
8 Kristin Jones 
9 Rachael Quigley 
11 Alex Coker 
12 Cindy Gonterman 
12 Claire Wubbena 
12 Judy Venzke 
13 Carly Quinn 
15 Mikaila Matheson 
15 Mary Chmelar 
15 Ike Glinsmann 
15 Joyce Westen 
17 Ed Burdock 
19 Alan Rebling 
22 Carson Steffen  
23 Joan Johnston 
24 Marilyn Dennis 
24 Sandy McAvoy 
24 Katie Sands 
26 Matthew Hultquist 
26 Linda Venzke 
29 Maggie Baker 
30 Tom Tanner 
30 Ashley Wagner 
31 Mike Jewell 
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 1 Jack & Margaret Quigley 
5 Jim & Linda Six 
6 Jeff & Sharlene Soper 
7 Rod & Julie Hill 
7 Scott & Michelle Bartholomew 
9 Peter & Sandy Weller 
 9 Ryan  & Heather Uitermarkt 
10 Grant  & Diana Wubbena 
12 Al & Kathy Evans 
12 Bill & Shirley Juhl 
18 Mike & Sharon Boner 
18 Brad & Tricia Kroll 
18 Duane & Phyllis Hagensick 
23 Dave & Rhonda Steele 
30 Dennis & Sherry Ives 
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            VBS Photos                     July 11-15, 2010 


